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LABORATORY MANUAL OF BIOLOGICAL CHEMISTRY. By Otto
Folin, Hamilton Kuhn Professor of Biological Chemistry in Har-
vard Medical School. Fifth Edition. D. Appleton-Century Co.,
Inc., New York, 1934. x + 368 pp.
This new edition of Folin's Manual follows the same general plan of
topics treated as that which characterized the earlier editions. The first
chapter treats of such fundamental topics as acidimetry, alkalimetry, calibra-
tion of apparatus, and nitrogen determination. Some commentators might
be disposed to criticize this on the ground that such matters should be con-
sidered prerequisite for entrance to a course in biological chemistry. In defense
the reviewer suggests that details of entrance requirements cannot always be
decided by one instructor, but depend on numerous factors beyond his control,
and the first edition of this manual which sets the pattern of the present book,
was the result of actual experience in Professor Folin's laboratory over a
period of years. Furthermore, in developing the subject of biological chem-
istry in accordance with the viewpoint of Folin, which conceives as the ideal
the treatment of both qualitative and quantitative aspects of the subject with-
out definite separation, it is logical to begin as he has done. Incidentally, it
may be added, this first chapter is as condensed and clear a presentation of
these fundamental essentials as may be found anywhere, if it is not indeed
the best. The importance of acidimetry is emphasized to the student and
related in a practical way by titrations of the gastric contents, a presentation
which reveals the deep pedagogical insight of the author.
This edition differs from the previous ones largely in that it describes
newer quantitative methods applicable to blood analysis. The supplement,
which is devoted to quantitative methods useful with blood and urine, covers
163 pages as compared with 201 pages for the previous part of the book and
constitutes a valuable compendium of the methods developed and in use in the
Harvard laboratories.
The style of presentation of the material in the first chapter is quite dif-
ferent from that of the later chapters which read more like conventional
laboratory manual notes. In the reviewer's opinion, the later sections would
be improved by inclusion of informative comments and descriptive matter
similar to that presented in the first chapter. However, it might be argued,
against this view, that such material belongs more properly to a text-book;
also, that this additional material should be given by the instructor.
One of the useful features of the earlier editions has been retained, namely,
the use of blank left-hand pages as a place for the student to record important
data. A topical index is provided. The general format of the book isBOOK REVIEWS 79
the same as that for previous editions. Everything considered, this volume
maintains the high standard of excellence which the earlier editions established.
GEORGE R. COWGILL.
CLINICAL MISCELLANY. The Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital,
Cooperstown, New York. Volume I. Charles C. Thomas, Spring-
field, Ill., 1934.
Medical literature abounds with voluminous clinical experiences, the
significance of which is too frequently obscured by irrelevant detail and
unnecessary statistics. Thus, intelligent evaluation is inhibited and important
observations are lost. Infinitely more valuable is the concise presentation and
careful interpretation of limited clinical material. Such a contrast we find
in "Clinical Miscellany." A group of ten authors have contributed the
material which comprises a varied collection of selected medical and surgical
case-histories from the Mary Imogene Bassett Hospital. Appended to each
adequately described case-record are brief reference to relevant literature,
discussion of debatable topics, and an elucidation of salient features.
The appearance of this work signifies the profound change occurring in
medical progress in the present century. No longer is the source of important
scientific contributions confined to great medical centers. The excellence
of the material presented, reflecting obviously the industry and attainments
of the authors, should provide a stimulus to those who serve smaller hospitals
in communities divorced from medical schools.
Several striking features are apparent in the presentation of this clinical
material. The painstaking effort and thoughtful attention devoted to the
study and care of the individual case are exemplified by the accuracy and com-
pleteness of the case-records. A distinctly favorable impression is left by the
enviable state of excellence attained in bacteriological and serological investiga-
tion. Finally, individual diagnostic acumen displayed in the recognition of
rare clinical syndromes is secondary only to the evident intelligent direction of
therapy.
Space will allow but briefest allusion to the various medical topics discussed
by each author. Harrison and Abernethy point out interesting clinical
features of chronic meningococcemia by presenting two cases. Harrison
directs further attention to the rare relationship of eosinophilia and spleno-
megaly. The same author describes two cases of agranulocytosis in brother
and sister, presenting argument that in these cases the blood picture is not
secondary to the absorption of septic bacterial products from the necrotic
lesions. Finally, Harrison records an interesting case of auricular fibrillation
in which the heart reverted to normal rhythm subsequent to thoracentesis.
Autopsy disclosed a sac of an aortic aneurysm firmly attached to the sternum.
Were the arrhythmia assumed to be the result of interference (by muscular